Addendum to the Funeral Polices
For the Partnering Parishes of
Sacred Heart, Clifton Heights, and St. Charles Borromeo, Drexel Hill

Subject: The Words of Remembrance effectively May 27, 2026
Our Partnering Parishes Accept Words of Remembrance

e Focus: Extolling the Christian faith and virtues the deceased Catholic and how they
responded to God’s grace throughout his/her life, to his/her family and loved ones,
neighbors and co-workers.

e Setting: The official policy of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia permits Words of
Remembrance to take place in Church, or at the Funeral home, or at the grave, as part of
the Order for Christian Funeral.

e Specifically the policy states:

The Words of Remembrance must be submitted in writing for approval by the
Pastor (Priest) no later than 48 hours before the Funeral Mass. If not, no Words
will be permitted.

One person and only one person speaks for 3-5 minutes.
The Words are best given after a Viewing in Church as a proper segue before the
Funeral Mass.

Words of Remembrance should be forwarded to:
Msgr. Majoros: mmajoros@schdh.org
Father Michael Davis: FrMDavis@scbdh.org

Please Note Our Partnering Parishes Do Not Accept a Eulogy

If You Prefer a Eulogy

In the Catholic Church, a eulogy is typically a biographical, often humorous, and exhaustive
retelling of a person’s life. By contrast, Words of Remembrance are a brief faith-focused
reflection on how the deceased Catholic lived his/her Catholic faith in their particular vocation in
life, giving comfort and consolation to family and community alike.

e Setting: The eulogy is better suited for the Viewing at the Funeral Home, at the grave,
or at the Post Funeral Reception.

e Focus: secular accomplishments, career-milestones, hobbies, and a comprehensive life
story.

e Catholic rationale: The Mass is an act of worship to God. The Funeral Mass is offered
for the soul of the deceased Catholic celebrating Christ’s own victory over sin and
death, and the promise of the resurrection of the body and life everlasting for the
deceased individual.
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